SUMMARY AND 
ANALYSIS OF INTERNATIONAL 
TRAVEL TO THE U.S. 


Statistics on visitor arrivals to the 


VA. and market analysis of international 


Docy mS travel by residents of foreign countries 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE/UNITED STATES TRAVEL SERVICE | 


April and 
First Four Months 
1979 


U. 5. Depository Co 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


TNTRODUCITON vusl clic biel el 9 0 © © «© «© « 


Purpose . 
OpiecEIVeESumr cM ee Ee! lis skellate ys ee Sr eh ars 
Methodology, Scope, Limitations .. . 


FOREIGN TOURIST ARRIVALS TO THE UNITED STATES ......- .- 


Highlights of Foreign Tourist Arrivals to the United States, 
REE yLORO LUO Gimena sels = = s « Sal cueeriys 

Highlights of Foreign Tourist Merivalls to the need Seeeest 
masa 4) omens. NOVSY/USTS3e G B.e0 60 lomo a oo oO ono ic 


Statistical Tables - Arrivals to the United States by Reewaence 
Statistical Tables - Arrivals to the United States by Mode of 


GANS OG EM masMEtMeN lie) © «el (el ele) ‘el eo!) @ ie cl © © @ 6 © “so @ 


LIST OF TABLES 


Table 


Table 


Table 


Table 


Table 


Table 


Table 


Table 


Table 


Table 


Table 


a 
2 
ey 


1O= 


Mh 


Arrivals to the United States, April 1979 .. . 
Arrivals to the United States, First 4 Months 1979 
Foreign Visitor Arrivals in the United States by 
Geographic Area, April and First 4 Months 1979. 
Top 20 Overseas Tourist Generating Countries, 
Noetil INS) o 5 6 o 6.0 0 GO oO eer mio > 

Top 20 Overseas Tourist esneratang Countries, 
imshiacye Gl WMileyohelas) JUSS) GG 6 5 6 ao Mecmaiey iS bs hc 
Foreign Visitor Arrivals in the United States (by 
Area of Residence and Month of Arrival) .... . 
Foreign Visitor Arrivals in the United States (by 
Country of Residence and Month of Arrival) ... 
Temporary Visitors to the United States by Country 
or Region of Last Permanent Residence, April 1979 
Temporary Visitors to the United States by Country 
or Region of Last Permanent Residence, First 4 
MomMens ISVS) so 5 5 6 56 6 Ooo oe 5 C 


Temporary Visitors to the United States by Goeneey 
. or Region of Last Permanent Residence and Mode of 


MEANSDORt,PeApEIel wel ONIGINS | kate |oeu cee tor ole Ris fa 
Temporary Visitors to the United States rue esuntry 
or Region of Last Permanent Residence and Mode of 
Transponeyewesteas Months) 1979) 5) c5 . 


Page 


on 


17 


22 


Zo 


>; Ss ee _ ae oe eee eee LS 


=> = 


INTRODUCTION 


PURPOSE 


The United States Travel Service, in an effort to more effectively 
supply travel data to the industry, has prepared a monthly analysis 
of foreign visitor arrivals to the United States. 


OBJECTIVES 


The report meets the following objectives: 


(1) 


(2) 


Assimilation of available travel market data from 
other U.S. Government agencies, government tourist 
offices of other countries, and international travel 
associations. 


Analysis of statistical material highlighting trends 
and significant events. 


METHODOLOGY, SCOPE, LIMITATIONS 


Foreign Visitor Arrivals to the United States 


Data on arrivals are based upon Immigration and 
Naturalization Service tabulations of Forms I-94, 
which visitors to the United States are required 

to complete. In addition, tabulations of Forms 
SW-434 are included to reflect all visitors from 
Mexico, excluding border crossers. Data on Canadian 
arrivals are provided by Statistics Canada. 


The business category includes B-1 visa holders. 

The pleasure category includes B-2 visa holders. 

The transit category includes C-1 (aliens in 
transit) visa holders and C-4 (transit without visa) 
travelers. The student group includes F-] and 

F-2 (students and their families) visa holders. 

The categories reflect the definition of a "tourist" 
used by the official government tourist organi- 
zation, the International Union of Official Travel 
Organizations, and by the tourism committee of 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2012 with funding from 
LYRASIS Members and Sloan Foundation 


http://archive.org/details/summaxxxxxx0Ounit 


FOREIGN TOURIST 


ARRIVALS TO THE UNITED STATES 


=p 


Highlights of Foreign Tourist Arrivals to the United States 


April and the First 4 Months 1979 


April 1979 


Approximately 1.8 million foreign travelers arrived in the United 
States during April 1979, up 19.9 percent from April 1978. 
Significant increases over the 1978 figures reflect the impact 
of the Easter holiday travel period, which occurred during April 
in 1979 as compared to March in 1978. The following table sum- 
marizes the changes in arrivals from Canada, Mexico, and overseas 
countries. 
Table 1 
Arrivals to the United States 
April 1979/1980 


April 1979 April 1978 @ Change 
Canada IP O63630 Ours. 9 +12.8% 
Mexico 245,456 coe ae 
Overseas 472,600 374,990 +26. 
TOTAL eo LOO WSWBS5iS8i83 +19.9 


Canaaqian arrivals to the United States in April 1979 numbered 
1,063,630, a 12.8 percent increase from the comparable 1978 volume. 
April travel represents the first monthly increase in Canadian 
visitors in 1979; this was primarily due to the Hester Holiday. 
Canadian visitors accounted for 60 percent of total foreign 
arrivals during the month. 


Mexican arrivals increased markedly in April to 245,456, up 46.4 
percent from the corresponding 1978 volume. As with Canada, in- 
creased Mexican arrivals during April followed declines in travel 
for February and March. The Easter holiday also is a key travel 
period for the Mexican visitor, one reason for the sharp increase 
in travel to the United States. Mexican travelers accounted for 
23 percent of all foreign arrivals during the month. 


Overseas countries continued to supply much larger numbers of vis- 
itors, increasing 26 percent in April. The largest increases were 
in arrivals from Central America (up 43.9 percent), South America 
(up 38.4 percent), and Europe (up 37.3 percent). Individual 
countries showing the most marked increases were El Salvador, 
Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Argentina, Uruaguay, Venezuela, Austria, 
Germany, and Spain; with arrivals from each increasing over 60 
percent. 


First 4 Months of 1979 


The approximately 5.4 million foreign arrivals to the United 
States during the first 4 months of 1979 were relatively un- 
changed in volume from the comparable 1978 period. 


Mable 2 
Arrivals to the United States 
First 4 Months of 1979/1978 


First 4 Months 1979 First 4 Months 1978 % Change 

Canada 3,336,823 Sy ie ey eel a Sy! 
Mexico Si yer Cap 67 us, Siti: Se 
Overseas 1,497,992 1,324,979 Pals a 
TO AT Slabs e132 Sales (ly = Ore i 


Arrivals from Canada, accounting for 62 percent of total foreign 
visitors, dropped 2.5 percent during the first 4 months of 1979. 
Canadian land travel to the United States during this interval 
dropped nearly 10 percent, while the level of air arrivals actually 
rose by a corresponding level (up 9.7 percent during the first 

4 months). 


Mexican travel to the United States during this period decreased 
mee percent from the comparable 1978 level. This overall decline 
reflected the effects of consecutive monthly drops in arrivals from 
Mexico during February (down 44.6 percent) and March (down 47.9 
percent). Mexican visitors accounted for 11 percent of total in- 
ternational travel to the United States for the 4 months. Mexican 
land travel to the United States during the January-April period 
declined 20.8 percent, while air travel rose 16.3 percent. 


Travel to the United States from overseas countries during the first 
4 months was up by 13.1 percent. Increases were recorded in 
arrivals from all major geographic regions, led by South America 

(up 24.3 percent) and Europe (up 15.7 percent). 
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